Relapse antecedents for methamphetamine use and related factors in Taiwanese adolescents.
The purpose of the present study was to identify the relapse antecedents for methamphetamine (MAMP) use in Taiwanese youth, and to examine the relationships between attribution of these antecedents, demographic variables, psychiatric disorders, characteristics of MAMP use, attitudes toward MAMP use, and personality. A total of 60 Taiwanese adolescents who had previously experienced MAMP relapse were studied. Their relapse antecedents for MAMP use were evaluated using the Questionnaire for Relapse Antecedents of Methamphetamine Use. Their psychiatric disorders were also assessed. The relationships among the relapse antecedents of MAMP use, demographic variables, MAMP-use characteristics, psychiatric disorders, attitudes toward MAMP use and personality were analyzed. The results of the analysis reveal that social pressure to use MAMP was the leading antecedent of relapse. Social adaptation, emotional stability, and education level were the factors that influenced adolescents' attributions of relapse antecedents for MAMP use. However, psychiatric disorder status and attitudes toward MAMP use were not related to any of the relapse antecedents. The results indicate that multiple factors influenced adolescents' attributions of relapse antecedents for MAMP use, and may serve as a basis for construction of models for teaching adolescents to manage the antecedents and reduce the risk of relapse of MAMP use.